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NOTICE;  When  government  or  other  drawings,  specifications  or  other 
data  are  used  for  any  purpose  other  than  in  connection  with  a  defi¬ 
nitely  related  government  procurement  operation,  the  U.S.  Government 
thereby  incurs  no  responsibility,  nor  any  obligation  whatsoever;  and 
the  iact  that  the  Government  may  have  formulated,  furnished,  or  in  any 
way  supplied  the  said  drawings,  specifications,  or  other  data  is  not 
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OsECTIOK  I.  (C)  SIGNITICiilTT  ORG/JTIZATION  OR  TOIT  ACTIYITIDS 

1»  (u)  Ccncrol:  l5io  organizational  otructuro  of  the  38  Bnttolion» 

6tla  Artilloiy  (lOSon  SP)  consista  of  a  headquarters  and  headquarters  battery  f 
a  aorvicc  battery  and  three  hc  ritzor  batteries*  (nhcl  l)* 


-D 
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2*  (u)  Intelliconco ;  scvcyal  observers  ircro  cornitted  to  aerial 

vicual  rcconnaie oance  idssions  v;hich  resulted  in  si^j^itintTS  of  nur.ierouB  hanlcto 
trail Sf  entrenchnentaj  bridges*  and  suopeoted  enor.y  personnel*  Several  of 
those  locations  If^.vo  been  used  as  harassing  end  intordiotion  targoh'.  by 
artillery  imits  in  the  PjOilcu  area* 


3. 


(c) 


Operations  and  Training  Activities 


a*  Operations  (includes  41  days  of  laroop  novoniont); 


t 


7 


(1)  Fron  1  May  until  31  JUly  the  battalion  vras  in  direct  ' 
support  of  the  1st  Squad.' on*  10  th  Cavaliyi  4th  Difantry  Division  and  the  lot 
Battalion,  69th  Afrxjr,  25'th  mfarit^  Division,  fer  92  days  of  operations* 


(2)  Fi'on  2  May  thru  5  Ilty  Battery  B  provided  fire  support 
for  Troop  A,  lot  Squadro:.,  10th  «Cavaliy,  to  Dan  lie  Thout  and  return*  Throe 
howitzers  fi'on  Bat'Ory  C  noved  into  Battory  B  base  car^p  to  oupport  the  lot 
Battalion,  69th  ;;i:ver  during  Batffccry  B*o  abocncc* 


'■'?)  '.n  12  Mej--  thru  14  luy  Battery  A  provided  fire  cTq>port 

for  c  platoon  fren  Troop  lot  Sqnodron,  10th  Cavalry,  to  Ban  Me  Thout  and 
return* 


(4)  on  16  liry  Bat  tcry  B  noved  to  grid  7»R996607  to  flro  on 
suopct'-’ccd  cncr.y  locationo  in  tiie  vie  inily  of  E9562  to  APk9564  to  R 

9662  '::j  AJi9664«  l.looion  vac  rc^uootoid  by  IT  Corpo  CSCC  and  the  rounds  \kxc 
adjusted  by  on  observer  fron  Battery  B.  Ro  curvoillnnco  was  obtained  due  to 
heavy  jungle  and  terrain* 
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(5)  Prom  17  May  thru  30  May  Battery  A  occupied  poaiticna  in 
the  vicinity  of  Plei  Me  in  general  support  reinforoing  the  4th  Battalion,  42d 
Artillery.  On  23095Ce  j:ay  a  3/4  ton  truck  from  Battery  A  struck  a  mine  at 
.;.A'I22226.  There  were  no  injtcries.  The  vehicle  was  evacuated  and  salvaged. 

The  battery  fired  defensive  targets,  registrations,  neutralization,  haras¬ 
sing  and  interdiction  missions  during  this  period. 

(6)  On  26  May  Battery  B  moved  to  grid  AR945541  end  fired  507 
rounds  HE  on  suspected  locations  of  2  VC  (MF)  battalions  in  the  vicinity 

of  grids  AHS46O  to  AR5464  to  AR9860  to  AR9864.  Intelligence  was  based 
on  an  agent  report  to  II  Corps  CSCC.  The  VC  battalions  were  to  attack 
Fleiku  in  retaliation  for  injuries  and  demage  Incurred  from  Batteries  B 
.and  C  on  12  Lay,  The  firirig  was  observed  by  a  battery  observer  flying  with 
a  PAC  .  Surveillance  of  da. ’age  was  i. 'possible  due  to  the  heavy  foilage. 

(7)  Prom  26  May  thru  28  May  Battery  C  moved  two  hov/itzers  to 
grid  AR916-!28  to  suppoirt  n  ' joint  ARVN/lst -B.attalion,  $9th  ^Armpr  ojvir  vion. 

ihe  missions  fired  were  illumination  and  merk-ln*’.  missions  only. 

• 

(8)  Prom  9  June  thru  11  June  Battery  B  moved  1  position 
at  ^rid  AH941528  to  support  a  5  man  KIRP  and  the  scout  platoon,  1ct  E.-’tta- 
lion,  69th  Armor, 


(9)  At  approximately  1001 28H  Juno  the  battalion  base  camp 
at  Artillery  Hill  consisting  of  .Headquarters  and  Service  Batterj.es  received 
a  mortar  attack.  One  round  pern- trated . the  roof  of  a  troop  billet  and 
detonated  on  the  floor  causing  ;lnjarvj.ed  to  seven  enlisted  men.  Another 
round  impacted  on  a  road  causing  injuries  to  two  enlisted  men.  Of  0  total 
of  15  rounds  the  majority  landed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  officer^*  billets. 
Damage  to  material  and  equipmeiit  was  minimal,  and  consisted  of  personal  gear 
and  equipment  of  four  men  phd  miner  damegu  •fee  five  buildings, 

(io)  Prom  10  June  thru  18  June  Battery  A  moved  to  plei  Do  Lim 
.qnd  occupied  a  firing  position  at  grid  Afi886280  with  the  mission  of  provid¬ 
ing  direct  support  of  one  Popular  Forces  company  and  one  -eaction  platoon. 
Duriii'',  this  period,  Battery  A  f.ired  defensive  t.9T.gets,  illumination,  regis- 
tratiers,  harrassiug  and  interdiction  missior-s, 

v'11)  On  14  June  a  member  of  Battery  A  was  slightly  wounded 
during  an  enemy  mo.7'+:ar  attack  -he  base  camp  of  the  let  Squardon,  10th 
Cavalry, 
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(12)  Prcm  16  June  thru  13  July  Bnttery  C  provided  5  lo  witzoro 
which  voro  moved  to  v.irious  poaiticno  due  to  the  nbaence  of  Better  ice  A 
and  B  .n  i.  thar  mioaions.  At  l6l725H  June  Battery  C  moved  twe  howitzers 

t  -  Battery  A  base  C'^mp  duo  to  the  departure  of  Battery  a  f  3d  Bnt  l  nlicn, 

519th  Artillery.  On  17  Juno  Battery  C  moved  one'  h(  witzer  tc  B -sttory  A 
basa  camp,  raakin,*:;  a  total  of  three  howitzers  frrm  Battery  C  in  direct 
support  of  the  1st  'loundron,  10th  Cavalry,  On  18  June  Battery  C  (Pwd) 
inov^d  to  Battery  B  b^ae  camp  in  direct  supnort  of  the  lot  Battalion,  69th 
7r.  :v  V.  ;t  200333H  JiTio  Battery  C  moved  to  J-  in  Batte.-vy  C  (Fwd)  at 
Bo.t!-,>:ry  B  base  Cromp  to  fire  a  landing  zone  preparation  for  the  4th  Batt  ilicn, 
503rd  Infantry,  173rd  Airborne  Brigade,  A  total  of  214  rounds  were  fixed. 
Upon  completion  of  the  preparation,  Battery  C  (-)  returned  to  Battery  C 
base  cajnp.  Battery  C  (Fwd)  romoinod  at  Battery  B  base  camp  with  the 
nisdicn  of  direct  support  of  the  Ist  Battalion,  69th  Arrivr,  On  22  June 
U  ttery  C  (Fwd)  moved  two  howitzers  from  Battery  B  ba.se  camp  ti.  .  pcsitirn 
at  grid  Bh060472  t'-  support  the  Ist  Battalion,  69th  Armor,  One  howitzer 
remained  at  the  battor;>/  base  camp  duo  t<'  deadline  status  of  the  engine. 

On  23  June  one  howitzer  moved  from  Battery  C  (-)  to  join  Battery  C  (Fwd), 

On  25  Juno  the  howitzer  nt  Battery  B  base  camp  w  iS  repaired  .no  nov.>d  t-' 
B.nttery  C  (-),  On  26  June  Battery  C  (-)  moved  to  Battery  B  b.-.so  camp 
to  cover  extr.icvion  from  the  AO  and  then  returned.  On  27  Juno  Battery 
C  (Fwd)  r.'.cved  from  grid  Bh0604V2,  to  B'^ttory  B  ba.aa  camp.  Its  mi.9aion 
v/as  direct  support  of  the  Ist  Battalion,  69th  Armor,  On  29  Juno  Battery  J  •, 
(Fwd)  le  ved  to  a  fire  base  c<amp  at  grid  BR121  550»  with  the  mission  of 
direct  support  cf  the  1st  Battalion,  69th  Armor.  Battorj'-  C  (Fwd)  returned 
t.';  Battery  B  base  camp  on  30  June,  Battery  C  (Fwd)  moved  on  4  July  fre'n 
Battery  B  base  camp  to  Battery  A  base  camp.  On  13  J’’ly  Battery  C  (Fwd) 
moved  to  Battery  C  base  camp.  They  remained  there  ovornigVit  and  cn  14 
July  r:uved  to  Battery  3  base  C;anp,  with  the  mission  of  direct  supper t  cf 
tlio'  Ist  Batt.alion,  69th  Armor,  On  15  July  Battery  C  (Fwd)  returned  tc 

Battery  C  base  camp.  During  this  operation,  Battery  C  fired  rc-gistratiens, 

LZi  preparations,  suspected  enemy  locations,  illumin.'-iticn,  marking  rounds, 
defensive  targets  and  horn.assing  and  interdiction  missions. 

(13)  From  17  Jiine  thru  15  July  Battery  B  occupied  positions  nt 
ZB  >'  -032;  .iR78339l  and  ZB15413-3.  'Che  initial  missi'-n  was  to  provide 

ar .  .  '.ary  ceveroge  for  supply  convoys  of  the  173^^  juirbcrno  Brig.?, do  for 
a  yj  a  of  two  days.  The  mr'saicn  was  changed  to  general  support  of  the 
4th  Infantry  Division,  Forw  .  provide  artillery  coverage  for  convoys, 
and  provide  artillery  oupvoit  i’ox  one  cca^jany  of  engineers  rop.airing  and 
building  bridges.  The  b.attary  fired  a  total  of  2191  rounds  on  defonsiye 
t  xgets,  registrations,  suspected  oneiny  locations  .and  harwasuing  and 
int.ardicticn  mis  ’ions, 

(14)  From  28  June  tliru  2  July  Bntt.jry  A  moved  t'-  pcsiticn  nt 
grid  2. ,053095  tc  supnort  ^n  epevation  of  the  3^  Battnlicn,  12th  Infantry, 

4th  Inf, 'n try  Division,  Bat  .avy  A  fired  two  preparations,  rogiotratima , 
defensive  targets,  narking  rounds,  llluminatiiTia ,  hnrrnaslji.g,  and 
Interdictic'n  riio’lons. 
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rntion. 


(1^0  19  July  thru  25  July  Battery  B  split,  sanding  5 

hcwxtaors,  Ent'orv  P  to  n  position  nt  grid  ^^015467  in  direct  supj.crt 

of  t'lo  ^ith^  lnfnr.tTv  Di  •' 'cion  .Sxploitation  Platoon,  During  this  operation, 

JJa  .ery  B  (1  vd)  fJred  ..•o.oiot. Nations,  defensive  targets,  ccunL.rmcrtnr 
prrgj:,;nis,  m  rking  rourids,  and  harrnssing  and  interdiction  missions. 


(17)  On  20  July  Battery  split  and  sent  three  hcwitce.vs 
to  B-n  Bloch  (>i(,}.9S6l)  and  return  in  support  of  convey  secui'ity  oper¬ 
ations  if  Troop  lat  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry. 


(18)  From  25  July  thru  26  July  Battery  B  split  sending  two 
htwitsers  to  a  position  at  grid  BHl2i549  'tf'  support  an  cp'jT  ition  of  the 
lot  Battalion,  69th  ;,rmor, 

(19)  On  26  July  Battery  B  moved  to  a  position  at  grid 
ZBl560^in  general  support  of  the  173rd  Lirborne  Brigade,  Battery  B 
will  remain  in  this  position  for  an  extended  period  of  time.  They 
have  fixed  registrations,  harrassing,  and  interdiction  missir-ns  to  date. 


(20)  On  2‘j  July  B.-'ttery  C  split,  sending  3  hrwitners, 
Bsttory  C  (Pwd) ,  to  Battery  B  base  camp  to  support  tJie  1st  Battalion, 
09th  /rmcr  during  the  absence  of  Battery  B. 

b.  Training: 


(1)  Training  in  all  required  mandatory  subjects  was  conducted 
at  battery  level.  In  addition,  subjects  of  command  interest  such  as 
artillery  crew  proficiency  and  fire  direction/gurnery  procedures  were 
c-  nducted  at  (?ach  hcwitr.er  battoiy  field  location.  A  mandatory  trainLig 
pre.p'am  for  newly  arrived  CdTUS  replacements  has  been  implemented  and 
trninjn/'  is  accomplished  at  baso  camp  within  seven  days  after  arrival  in 
the  b.-.et  lion. 


1,2)  "'a-nili.a.''izat:''.n  firing  and  bnttlesight  sore  of  indiv¬ 
idual  -nd  civ'v;  jo.:.  vod  w"-.pon&  vi;re  conducted  during  the  reporting  period. 


(3)  The  92d  .Artillery  Group  Firing  Battery 
Tean  via.  tod  Battery  i  and  I’  dvring  vhe  reporting  period 
recei.ed  1:^,3..  ratings. 
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(4)  A  special  clfiaj  on  rulaa  of  angngeiacnt  wua  prusuntod  tc 
all  officers  .-^rid  all  poraonncl  ccncomad  with  fire  planning,  fire  diractic-n, 
and  adjustuont  cf  fire^ 


(5)  Tmc  noncannioai*  ned  officers  attended  a  four  day  patrol 
school  conducted  by  the  4th  Infantry  Divioicn, 

(6)  AS  form  cf  tr-’.ining  was  conducted  by  oo!.)e  olor-.ent  cf 

th:  b't  alien  '.'ish  d.'v  ^  ninety-two  days  -'f  training  wero  conducted. 

SECTION  II.  (U)  OB.^lRV;TIOh:5  .'>WD  iTECCH'IBnDi'.TIi!iSS 

Part  I  Observatie'na  (Losaons  Laarned) 

(u)  Logiaticsj 

Item;  Because  of  timo/d is tones  C'nsidernticno,  periodic 
r:cintunanco  of  howitzer  battery  vehicles  is  being  performed  in  the  b  ittery 
field  location.  This  maintenance  is  of  primary  iupertanoe  to  solf- 
prcpollod  artillery* 


rincuaslon;  The  howitzer  batteries  cf  the  battalion  ore  * 
located  a  great  distance  from  the  base  canp  aid,  because  of  operational 
requirements,  it  is  infeasible  f-'r  the  tracked  and  idieolad  vehioles  to 
return  tc  the  bit+alion  naintonanco  area  for  periodic  services,  y»  team 
'•f  :aainton.?,nco  technicians  together  with  an  M~B8  vehicle  tank  retriever 
and  shop  van  with  parts  trailer  has  been  as  lenblod  from  the  battalion 
uLiintenance  section  and  has  been  sent  to  each  howitzer  battery  in  its  field 
location.  The  team  has  allotted  one  month  to  each  battery  t*  perform 
the  achaduled  maintenance  service  as  well  ns  tc  provide  technical 
assistance  tc  the  br.tts::^'  maintenance  jwrsrnnel.  If  the  battery  displaoen 
for  opsratirnal  roquiroraents ,  the  team  m'mres  with  it  and  continues  its 
miss  ion  with  minimum  interference  of  \mit  rpcr.'-tions. 

Oboorvation;  The  forward  maintenance  ouppert  tuQm  C'ncept 
is  viry  successful  in  accomplishing  its  intended  nisi.ion.  It  h-'S  been 
in  a-^r'ticn  a- proximate ly  two  irntha  covarJng  twe  howitzer  batteries 
uiao  0  t’u  most  stringent  cperational  roquiroments  and  weather  conditions 
rnc  ■  -a  -rccunt  .-rod  no  na.i'^r  problems  in  the  accomplishm-int  cf  *111 
period i'i  s.-Tvloee, 


Part  II.  hec<.rimtividationn:  hone 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVGG-OP  (  lAug  67)  lat  Ind 

SUBJECT?  Operational  Report  for  ^iuartef^^ 't’eriod  Ending  51  July  I967 
HEAD'iUARTERS ,  52D  ARTILLERY  GROUP,  APO  96318,  8  August  I967 
TO:  Commanding  General,  I  FFORCEV  ARTILLERY,  APO  9635O 
1*  Forwarded. 

2,  Concur  with  contents  of  basic  report. 
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